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September 2, 2008
Dear Colleague:

Voting is the fundamental right of every citizen, and this year a record number of citizens are expected to exercise this right in the November 4, 2008 Presidential election. In fact, interest in this year’s election is so great that the Virginia State Board of Elections (SBE) estimates that Virginia will need an additional 10,000 Election Officers to ensure efficiency at the polls. The SBE will also need Election Day volunteers to staff its headquarters office in Richmond. Accordingly, I am asking that you take the opportunity to play an important role in this historic event by signing up to serve as an Officer of Election or SBE Headquarters Volunteer.

Officer of Election

An Officer of Election is a registered voter who helps fellow citizens have a successful voting experience at a precinct or polling place. In this role, you may be asked to check-in registered voters, demonstrate voting equipment, and provide general customer service duties. Officers of Election receive training to fully prepare them for their role on Election Day.

If you are interested in serving as an Officer of Election please visit the SBE web site at www.sbe.virginia.gov, click on Ensure the Vote, and complete the application. If you prefer, you may contact your local General Registrar’s office directly. You may also email the SBE at electionofficers@sbe.virginia.gov if you have any questions.

SBE Headquarters Volunteer

These volunteers will provide a variety of critical administrative voter services using laptop computers and telephones in a high-volume call center. If you would like to serve as an SBE headquarters volunteer, please contact Wilhelmenia Morgan at 804-864-8919 or by e-mail at electionofficers@sbe.virginia.gov.

Check your Status!

Finally, I ask that you also take the time to check your voter registration to ensure the accuracy of the information on file to protect your right to vote and that you consider your eligibility to vote absentee. This information is available on the SBE web site.

Please volunteer if you can. Serving as an Officer of Election or as an SBE headquarters volunteer is an important and rewarding way for you to serve your community and support the sacred right of our democracy. As a classified state employee, you are eligible to receive paid time off (Civic Leave) for up to a normal eight-hour shift worked in either capacity.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and for your continued service to the citizens of Virginia.

	Sincerely,

	Timothy M. Kaine

	Governor


