Will Delegates Operate Hostels Now?
Last Wednesday the Virginia House of Delegates rejected a proposal to expand unemployment eligibility and forfeited $125 million in federal recovery funds which were meant to assist displaced workers.

Virginia business already enjoys some of the lowest business taxes in the nation, and by refusing to adopt the Governor’s proposal the Republican controlled House thumbed its collective nose at Congress and the President.

And the unemployed.

The goal of the $7 billion Unemployment Insurance Modernization Act (UIMA) was to close some existing gaps.  Large corporations and chambers of commerce were opposed because it could, in the long run, create the need to raise the unemployment insurance tax rates.  Could.  

A few other state governors had threatened to refuse these funds, yet backed off – presumably because of the impact this would have on those who are out of work, and through this higher unemployment, create a further drag on local economies.  Six months or a year of unemployment equates to much less than lost wages, and many more families may lose their homes or job transportation before it expires.   
Eligibility requirements would have been brought up to date by extending benefits to part-time workers.  That makes sense because many businesses require full-time employees to put in more than 50 hours a week and hire part-time workers who don’t qualify for other job benefits.  Changing unemployment eligibility requirements would have helped military families, too, when someone had to forfeit their job to keep the family together when the service man or woman was reassigned.  It also would have revamped RIF’d (reduction in workforce) employees having access to participate in meaningful retraining programs (and this doesn’t mean learning to use a personal computer or type).
A business with 500 employees may have seen an increase in unemployment taxes of about $5 each, for a grand total of $2500.  This presumably far less than the last raise that company’s CEO and top administrators received.  As a small business owner, I can assure you the national chamber(s) of commerce didn’t ask me my opinion, nor represent me when they lobbied against this assistance.  As a stockowner, I can assure you no board of directors asked me whether or not I thought the executive compensation packages were warranted, either.  
Unemployment rates in Virginia are set by job classifications, with some industries seeing higher taxes due to more unemployment.  Part of this may be seasonal, yet much of it is eliminating a higher paid job and then reconfiguring it as two or three part-time jobs.  For part of a year.  These companies then contribute to unemployment through poor management practices.  But don’t confuse this with public assistance or your tax dollars; it is instead part of the cost of doing business, just like matching contributions to Social Security or providing workers compensation.  

By voting as a party rather than for the commonwealth of Virginia citizens, the House of Delegates effectively shifted a burden to communities.  Churches will need to reach out to parishioners and neighbors more.  Food banks will need to step up donations.  Free clinics and homeless shelters will see greater demand, and public schools will see the signs of families in distress surface in classrooms.  Ultimately, many individuals will have no choice but to seek public assistance through social service agencies that are funded by tax dollars.  The telephone calls and mailings pleading for emergency service funding is almost as steady as the offers for easy credit I get every week.  
I agree with Governor Kaine on this one.  Each House member who voted against this bill should have to “look into the eyes of Virginians who have lost their jobs” through no fault of their own making.  Then explain to them why the newly created jobs (when they come) pay less, offer less hours and don’t provide medical, vacation or retirement benefits.  
These House members can begin by opening up their own homes as hostels to the unemployed and displaced.  Look them each in the eye and tell them why your vote was in their best interest.   Then come visit me and explain to me how this isn’t going to cost me more in the long run, too, both as a citizen and business operator.  
